Hormone-associated variation of the glycan microheterogeneity pattern of human sex steroid-binding protein (hSBP).
hSBP is a steroid-binding protein (human) whose serum concentration is increased by estrogens and decreased by androgens. This regulation is independent of a direct effect on the hSBP gene transcription. The purpose of this work was to study the glycan microheterogeneous composition of the mature protein under physiological estrogen stimulation, by means of crossed affinoimmunoelectrophoresis using concanavalin-A. In men hSBP always divided into 2 fractions, both retarded. In women hSBP showed two other components, still more retarded. An explanation for these differences is given and the role of the glycan moiety of hSBP is discussed.